
                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Salim El-Hoss Bioethics and Professionalism Program at the American 
University of Beirut, Faculty of Medicine 

in collaboration with the Faculty of Health Sciences at the American 
University of Beirut and the support of UNESCO Cairo Office  

and in joint sponsorship with Yale University 
 announces its 5th Regional conference  

 
 

Bioethics Issues for Women: 
 Ethics of reproductive health- social and political 

conditions in Arab countries 
 

 
Saturday February 8, 2014 

Gefinor Rotana Hotel, Beirut, Lebanon 
 
 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

Program Overview 
This activity is the 5th Regional Conference held by the Salim El-Hoss Bioethics and 
Professionalism Program at the American University of Beirut Faculty of Medicine. It aims at 
bringing physicians, residents, members of the healthcare team, nurses, public health 
professionals, NGO members and BiNWIAR members from all over the Arab World together 
to discuss issues pertaining to bioethics and women in the Arab World.  
 

Objectives 
Upon completion of this program, participant will be able to: 

 Appreciate the role and mission of the Bioethics Network on Women’s Issues in the Arab 
Region (BiNWIAR) 

 Present a brief overview on the main socio-economic indicators for Arab women 

 Describe the impact of the current socio-economic factors of Arab women on their rights 

as research participants 

 Shed  light on the ethical issues and challenges of reproductive health care and services in 

some Arab countries  

 Discuss the ethical, legal and social issues of genetic testing, pre-marital screening and 

assisted reproductive technology in the Arab region. 

 

Target Audience 
This annual scientific meeting has been designed for physicians, residents, members of the 
healthcare team, nurses, public health professionals, NGO members and BiNWIAR 
members from all over the Arab World. 
  

Venue 
The Bioethics Issues for Women:  Ethics of reproductive health- social and political 
conditions in Arab countries conference will be held at the Gefinor Rotana Hotel, Beirut, 
Lebanon. 
 

Accreditation/Designation Statement 
This activity has been applied for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™.   
 

Lebanese Order of Physicians Statement 
The Bioethics Issues for Women:  Ethics of reproductive health- social and political 
conditions in Arab countries course also complies with the Lebanese Order of Physicians 
Continuing Medical Education guidelines. 

 
Disclosure Policy 
It is the policy of Yale University School of Medicine, through its Center for Continuing 
Medical Education, to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all its 
educational programs.  All faculty participating in this symposium are required to disclose to 
the program audience (orally or with slide): any relevant financial relationship(s) they (or 



spouse/partner) have with a commercial interest that benefits the individual in any financial 
amount that has occurred within the past 12 months; and the opportunity to affect the 
content of CME about the products or services of the commercial interest.  The Center for 
Continuing Medical Education will ensure that any conflicts of interest are resolved before 
the educational activity occurs. 

 
Registration 
The registration fee for this conference is $20. Registration will include syllabus, coffee break 
and lunch.  
For reservation and pre-registration kindly send an email to ba45@aub.edu.lb to reserve a 
seat. 
 

Activity Directors: 
 
Thalia Arawi, PhD 
Founding Director, 
Salim El-Hoss Bioethics & Professionalism Program 
Clinical Bioethicist 
Vice Chair, Medical Center Ethics Committee 
American University of Beirut 
Faculty of Medicine  
BiNWIAR Founding Member 
Beirut, Lebanon 
 
Ali K. Abu-Alfa, M.D., F.A.S.N. 
Professor of Medicine  
Head, Division of Nephrology and Hypertension 
American University of Beirut 
Faculty of Medicine 
Beirut, Lebanon 
 
Faculty (by Alphabetical Order) 
 
Khedidja Allia, Dr.Sc. 
Directrice de Recherche 
Laboratoire des Sciences du Génie des Procédés Industriels 
(LSGPI) - FGMGP – USTHB 
Algiers, Algeria 

 
Manal Bouhaimed, MD, FRCS 
Professor 
Community Medicine 
Surgery 
Kuwait University 
Kuwait, Kuwait 
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Jocelyn Dejong, PhD 
Associate Dean & Professor 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
American University of Beirut 
Beirut, Lebanon 
 
Maryam Dashti, PhD 
Managing Director 
Al Jawhara Hospital for Fertility and Genetic Diagnosis 
Centre for Molecular Medicine, Genetics and Inherited Diseases 
Bahrain 
 
Faysal El-Kak, MD, M.S. 
Obstetrics Gynecology- Public Health Practice 
Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Health Sciences, AUB 
Clinical Associate, Women’s Health Center, AUBMC 
Beirut, Lebanon 
 
Ziyad Ghazzal, MD 
Associate Dean & Professor 
Internal Medicine 
American University of Beirut 
Beirut, Lebanon 
 
Ghaiath Hussein, MD 
Currently, Doctoral Researcher 
Ethics, Society & History (MESH) 
School of Health and Population Sciences 
University of Birmingham 
(Representing Sudan) 
 
 
Orio Ikebe 
Programme Specialist 
Social and Human Sciences 
UNESCO Cairo Office 
Cairo, Egypt 
 
Tafeeda Jarbawi, PhD 
Director 
Welfare Association 
Ramallah, Palestine 
 
Adnan Mroueh, MD 
Clinical Professor 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 



American University of Beirut 
Beirut, Lebanon 
 
Fawaz Saleh, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Faculty of Law 
Damascus University 
Damascus, Syria 
 
Majed Zemni, MD 
Professor, Faculty of Medicine of Sousse 
Head of Department of Forensic Medicine  
University-Hospital F. Hached Sousse 
Tunisia 
 
 
  



PROGRAM OVERVIEW: 
 

Saturday, February 8, 2014  
  
8:30 am – 9:00 am Registration 

 
9:00 am – 9:05 am  Opening Words 

Dr. Ziyad Ghazzal (representing Dr. Mohamed Sayegh, Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine) 

 
9:05 am – 9:10 am Opening 

 Dr. Jocelyn Dejong (representing Dr. Iman Nuwayhid, Dean of the 
Faculty of Health Sciences) 

  
9:10 am – 9:25 am Welcome Note 

Women and Bioethics Issues: Where are we now? 
Dr. Thalia Arawi 

 
9:25 am – 9:45 am  What is BiNWIAR 

Mrs. Orio Ikebe 
 
9:45 am – 10:05 am  State challenges to reproductive health needs in Algeria 

Dr. Khedidja Allia (Algeria) 
 

10:05 am – 10:10 am  Questions & Answers  
 
 
10:10 am – 10:30 am  Ethical implications of socio-political conditions in Arab countries on 

research involving Arab women  
Dr. Ghaiath Hussein (Sudan)  

 
10:30 am – 10:35 am  Questions & Answers  
 

 
10:35 am – 10:55 am Future threats to Arab women’s health 

Dr. Adnan Mroueh (Lebanon) 
 
10: 55 am – 11:00 am  Questions & Answers  
 
 
11:00 am – 11:30 am  Coffee Break 
 
 
11:30 am – 11:50 am Bioethical challenges in Reproductive health care in the context of 

Lebanon and the region 



Dr. Faysal El-Kak (Lebanon) 
 

11:50 am – 11:55 am Questions & Answers  
 
11:55 am – 12:15 pm  Legal and Ethical Issues arising from Assisted Reproduction 

 

Dr. Fawaz Saleh (Syria) 
  

12:15 pm – 12:20 pm Questions & Answers  
 

12:20 pm – 12:40 pm  What Happens If You Are Not Suitable Marriage Material? 
 Reflections on the First Three Years of Introducing Pre-Marital 
Screening in Kuwait. 
Dr. Manal Bouhaimed (Kuwait) 

 
12:40 pm – 12:45 pm Questions & Answers 
 
 
12:45 pm – 1:05 pm Reproductive health in occupied Palestinian territory: Ethical   

considerations 
Dr. Tafeeda Jarbawi (Palestine) 

 
1:05 pm – 1:10 pm Questions & Answers 
 
 
1:10 pm – 1:30 pm Ethics of Genetic Testing and Research in the Arab Region in 

Relation to Religious and Cultural Values 
    Dr. Maryam Dashti (Bahrain) 
 
1:30 pm – 1:35 pm Questions & Answers 
 
 
1:35 pm – 1:55 pm Violence against women in Tunisia 
    Dr. Majed Zemni (Tunisia) 
 
1:55 pm – 2:00 pm  Questions & Answers 
 
 
2:00 pm – 3:15 pm Lunch 
 
 
3:15 pm BiNWIAR Advisory Board Meeting  
 



 
HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR CME CERTIFICATE 
 
In order to obtain your certificate you must complete an online evaluation. 
You will receive an email from Yale CME post-conference notifying you that your certificate 
is ready to be printed. Please follow the below instructions. 
 

1. A link to login to your profile will be provided in the email or you can visit www.cme.yale.edu 

and click “Yale CME Profile” login button (Located on lower right-hand side of homepage) 

2. Login using your email address and password (NOTE: You will have received an email from 

cme@yale.edu with your password. If not, on the login page, please utilize the “Send 

Password” option) 

3. Click on Live Conferences 

4. A list of your registered conferences will appear.  Enter the eligible credits for the conference 

you wish to print your certificate 

5. Click “Save” 

6. Click “Start” to complete the evaluation; click “Submit” 

7. Click “Print” to print your certificate 

 

Questions – please contact Yale CME at 203.785.4578 or cme@yale.edu 

 
Contact Information 
For more information about this course, please contact: 
 
Continuing Medical Education Office 
American University of Beirut 
P.O. Box 11-236 Riad El Solh 
Beirut 1107 2020 
Lebanon 
Tel: +961-1-350 000 ext 4717/8 
Fax: +961-1-744 467 
Email: cme@aub.edu.lb  
Web: http://cme.aub.edu.lb  
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