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6th NCPNN Meeting Provisional Agenda 
February 2-4, 2017 

Bristol Hotel  
 

 
Thursday February 2, 2017 
 
12:00 pm – 12:10 pm Registration 
12:10 pm – 12:20 pm Introduction 
 

12:20 am – 01:40 pm Neuroprotection: Hypothermia and beyond  
12:20 pm – 12:45 pm Building your hypothermia program: It all starts with the placenta  

(Dr. Lina Chalak, Dallas, TX, USA) 
12:45 pm – 01:00 pm Hypothermia program in Lebanon: It works  

(Dr. Najwa Al- Zaghal, AUBMC) 
01:00 pm – 01:25 pm  Beyond hypothermia new horizons for neuroprotection: Cocktail of meds on ICE 
  (Dr. Lina Chalak, Dallas, TX, USA) 
01:25 pm – 01:40 pm Discussion 
 
01:40 pm – 02:00 pm coffee break 
 
02:00 pm – 5:00 pm Global health 
02:00 pm – 02:20 pm From MDGs to SDGs: Child and neonatal health monitoring in Lebanon 

(Dr. Alissar Rady, WHO Lebanon) 
02:20 pm – 02:40 pm Maternal mortality in Lebanon: a success story 

(Dr. Faysal El Kak, Public health and Obstetrics) 
02:40 pm – 03:00 pm Refugees crisis in Lebanon: burden on health care 

(Dr. Ghaith Makhoul, Lebanon) 
03:00 pm – 03:20 pm Rising burden of congenital disorders  

(Dr. Ramez Mahaini, Coordinator, Maternal and Child Health, WHO EMRO) 
03:20 pm – 03:40 pm The concept of worksite wellness  

(Dr. Salimah Walani, PhD Director Global Programs, March of Dimes Foundation, USA) 
03:40 pm – 04:00 pm MoPH notification system present and future: success story 

(Dr. Walid Ammar, Director General MoPH) 
04:00 pm – 04:15 pm Discussion 
 
04:15 pm – 05:30 pm Opening Ceremony and Reception 
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Friday February 3, 2017 
 

8:30 am – 9:00 am Registration 
9:00 am – 9:10 am Introduction 
 

09:10 am –11:05 am Maternal and newborn health  
09:10 am – 09:35 am Safety and efficacy of maternal vaccination for influenza and pertussis  

             (Dr. Pablo Sanchez, Ohio, USA) 
09:35 am – 10:00 am  Harmony test versus genome sequencing  

(Dr. Anwar Nassar, Lebanon) 
10:00 am – 10:25 am Preconception care: the life cycle  

(Dr. Khalid Yunis, Lebanon) 
10:25 am – 10:50 am Fetal surgeries 

(Dr. Joe Khalife, Lebanon) 
10:50 am – 11:05 am Discussion 
 

11:05 am – 11:20 am Coffee Break 
 

11:20 am –01:20 pm : Hot topics in neonatology  
11:20 am – 11:45 am Gut microbiomes and their role in health & disease in the newborn  

(Dr. Nadine Yazbeck, Lebanon) 
11:45 am – 12:10 pm Gastro-esophageal reflux in preterm infants  

(Dr. Elie A. Jawdeh, Kentucky, USA) 
12:10 pm – 12:35 pm Transfusion: is there a critical threshold? 

(Dr. Lina Chalak, TX, USA) 
12:35 pm – 01:00 pm Safety of newborn anesthesia, impact on neurological development, in the newborn  

(Dr. Marie Awwad, Lebanon) 
01:00 pm – 01:20 pm Discussion 
 

01:20 pm – 02:20 pm Lunch Break 
 

02:20 pm –  03:40 pm : Infectious diseases  
02:20 pm – 02:40 pm Epidemiology of ZIKA Virus  

             (Dr. Pablo Sanchez, Nation Wide, Ohio, USA) 
02:40 pm – 03:00 pm Diagnosis of neonatal infections using molecular techniques  

(Dr. Asuncion Mejias, Ohio, USA) 
03:00 pm – 03:25 pm ZIKA virus: transmission/screening/microcephaly 

             (Dr. Pablo Sanchez, Nation Wide, Ohio, USA) 
03:25 pm – 03:40 pm Discussion 
 

03:40 pm – 03:55 pm Coffee break 
 

03:55 pm – 05:25 pm : Pulmonary and critical care: session I  
03:55 pm – 04:20 pm Variability the spice of life  

(Dr. Guillerme Santana, Montreal, Canada) 
04:20 pm – 04:45 pm Permissive hypercapnia and CPAP instead of surfactant 

(Dr. Wally Carlo, Alabama, USA) 
04:45 pm – 05:10 pm Ventilator weaning strategies 

(Dr. Guillerme Santana, Montreal, Canada) 
05:10 pm – 05:25 pm Discussion 
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Saturday February 4, 2017 
 
8:30 am – 9:00 am Registration 
9:00 am – 9:10 am Introduction 
 
09:10 am – 10:10 am ECMO: Principles and current applications: 
 
09:10 am – 09:20 am  Principles and cannulation techniques  

(Dr. Issam Rassi, Lebanon) 
09:20 am – 09:30 am  Indications and Results 

(Dr. Marianne Majdalani, Lebanon) 
09:30 am – 09:50 am  Neonatal ECMO 

(Dr. Jana Assy, Lebanon) 
09:50 am – 10:10 am  Discussion 
 

10:10 am – 10:25 am  coffee break 
 

10:25 am – 12:20 pm Pulmonary and critical care: session II 
10:25 am – 10:50 am Oxygen saturation targets 

(Dr. Wally Carlo, Alabama, USA) 
10:50 am – 11:15 am Non-invasive support including CPAP  

(Dr. Guillerme Santana, Montreal, Canada) 
11:15 am – 11:40 am Protecting the neonate: update on RSV passive and active Immunization 

(Dr. Asuncion Mejias, Ohio, USA) 
11:40 am – 12:00 pm Intermittent hypoxemia in preterm infants: predictors and consequences  

(Dr. Elie A. Jawdeh, Kentucky, USA) 
12:00 pm – 12:20 pm NAVA  

(Dr. Elie Choueiry, Lebanon) 
12:20 pm – 12:40 pm Discussion 
 
 

Parallel Workshops: Free registration 
 
Thursday February 2, 2017  
 
05:30 pm - 07:00pm Ultrasound guided central line insertion 
   (Dr. Dany Al Hamod, Lebanon) 
 
Saturday February 4, 2017 
 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm Neonatal Experiences and Early Brain Development: the case for developmental Care 

(Dr. Lama Charafeddine & Mrs. Saadieh Masri, Lebanon) 
Note: Please refer to the attached workshop details 
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Workshop title: “Neonatal Experiences and Early Brain Development: the case for developmental Care”  
Date and Time: Saturday 4/2/2016 from 10:30 am till 12:30 pm  
Target Audience: Nurses, residents and physicians interested in applying developmental care in their neonatal care 
setting 
 

Objectives: 

 Describe the concept of developmental care and its effect on brain development 

 Discuss the benefits of developmental care approach 

 Practice applying components of developmental care 

 Identify at least one area of developmental care to apply in the home institution  
 

Leader: Lama Charafeddine, MD; Saadieh Masri, RN 
 

Overview:  
Developmental care is an approach that uses a range of medical and nursing interventions aiming at decreasing 
the stress of preterm neonates in NICUs. These interventions are designed to allow optimal neurobehavioral 
development of the infant.  
This workshop will give an overview about the concept and benefits of developmental care for infants admitted to 
the neonatal intensive care unit. Groups of 6 participants will work with one facilitator at each of the five 
developmental care stations to apply the concepts discussed.  
The workshop will begin with a brief overview of the concepts and benefits of developmental care. Rotating in 
small groups, participants will refine their knowledge by hands on practice of the various components of 
developmental care: cluster of care, handling and positioning, kangaroo care, supportive environment and parents’ 
participation.  The facilitators will describe each component of their station, and participants will practice and 
apply the concepts discussed. Workshop presenters will then facilitate a large-group discussion of the potential 
application of developmental care in the different NICU settings. 
The workshop will close with a question/answer period, and discussion of ideas for participants to apply 
developmental care at their home institutions.  
Participants will be requested to complete a pre and post-test in addition to an evaluation of the workshop.  
 

Workshop Details 

Time  Topic Presenter  

10:30 am – 10:45 am  
 
 
10:45 am -11:00 am 

Neonatal Experiences and Early 
Brain Development 
 
Developmental Care is focused 
Care 

Lama Charafeddine, MD, FAAP 
 
 
Saadieh Masri, RN MPH  

11:00 am – 12:30 pm  Case studies and hands on 
stations: 

1. Clustering of care  
2. Infant Positioning  
3. Kangaroo Care  
4. NICU environment 
5. Family centered care  

 
 

Ms.Tania Daaboul 
Ms. Maya Zaghir 
Ms. Taline Demerjian/Ms. Michelle Sfeir 
Ms. Salam Cheayto/ Ms. Salma Sidani  
Ms. Grace Abdelnour/ Ms.Nour Daouk 

Registration: Free, the priority will be for participants who register first. 


